
History Victorians Knowledge Organiser 

 Subject Specific Vocabulary Interesting Books Sticky Knowledge 
about Victorians 

Industry Economic activity 
concerned with 
manufacturing of goods 
in factories 

  

workhouse Where people who were 
unable to support 
themselves were offered 
accommodation and 
employment 

• Queen Victoria reigned 
for 64 years, one of the 
longest in British history. 

• The great exhibition 
(1851) showcased 13,000 
exhibits and played host 
to 6 million people 

construction  The action to build 
something 

legacy Something that is passed 
on or conveyed 

Important facts to know by the end of 
the Victorian topic: 

• The average life 
expectancy during the 
Victorian era was 42 for 
women and just 40 for 
men 

• Know that there was a distinct 
contrast between the lives of the 
rich and the poor. 

• Know that the increase in 
inventions paved the way for 
Britain to solidify itself across 
the globe and increase trade and 
exportation. 

• Know that the Victorian era was 
responsible for the development 
of the railway network to which 
we still use today. 

• Know that life for people living in 
the Victorian era was not easy, 
where families (children) had to 
work from a young age in order 
to live and often resorted to 
workhouses in order to survive.  

trade To buy or sell goods or 
services 

• The Victorian era was 
responsible for inventing 
the lightbulb, telephone 
and railway systems 

society People living together in 
ordered community 

wealth An abundance of 
valuable possessions or 
money 

• Due to the Suffrage 
campaign, women’s 
rights dramatically 
increased including their 
right to vote 

status Relative social or 
professional position 

• Workhouses had children 
as young as three 
working long hours in 
exchange for 
accommodation. 

monarchy A form of government 
with a monarch at the 
head 

engineer A person who designs, 
build or maintains 
engines, machines or 
structures.  

 


