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Weekly Update 
Half Term is nearly here… 
A huge thank you to staff, parents and 
everybody who has been involved in supporting 
children on and off the school site.  It is not easy 
for anyone and we would really like a return to 
normality and a little dry weather or even some 
sunshine. 
 
Due to that amazing team approach, so much 
good learning has continued, and the children 
never fail to amaze me with their enthusiasm, 
thirst for learning and resilience.  A winning 
combination in general and valuable learning for 
life. 
 
I know people are tired and fed up with screens 
and I would suggest that children have plenty of 
downtime and enjoy time away from google 
classroom.  Reading, artwork, playing board 
games and puzzles may be a welcome form of 
relaxation for them next week. Hopefully the 
weather will be kind and we can all see daylight 
and enjoy fresh air. 
 
Although we do not yet know what will happen 
on 8th March, it is good to think there is a 
glimmer of light at the end of the tunnel and we 
can look forward to the evenings drawing out 
and brighter times ahead. 
 
 
 

Staff Testing 
Thank you to all staff who have agreed to take 
Covid tests before school as the DFE has 
requested.  If there was a positive result, we 
would have to isolate a bubble and wait for a 
test result taken externally. If this were still 
positive the isolation would continue.  If negative 
the bubble would return. 
Off-site, unless the staff members are ill, remote 
learning will continue in a very similar way as 
now. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chrome Books 
Please look after the chrome books when they 
are at home.  We have invested highly and need 
them to be returned in good working order. 
Please encourage children to sit in a suitable 
place when using them.  We know that 134 
chrome books are now off-site.  Again, I cannot 
thank the governors enough for releasing 
additional funding from our budget to make sure 
that we were well resourced.  The result has 
been that both sibling groups and individuals 
have access to a machine themselves. 
 
 
 

Wellbeing and Science Week 
This week the children are going to have a 
‘Marvellous Me’ focus and pick up more science 
and wellbeing activities. 
 
 
 
Clubs 
After half term we are going to try some virtual 
clubs at 3.30-4pm to allow some structured 
activity chat or physical opportunities. 
 
 
 
Farm 
Thank you to all those who have put their names 
down to feed the animals on the farm.  If your 
children are missing the animals and you would 
like to come to the farm over half-term for a 
cuddle, please do.  Although please, please 
ensure that all cages/pens/gates are closed 
properly before you leave. 
 
 

Key Worker Bookings 
As we now have established patterns of booking 
for key worker children, we have closed the 
school interviews booking site.  If you have any 
queries, please contact the school office. 
 
 
 
 



Handwriting and writing improvement 
As you know from last term's newsletters, we 
intended to have a real focus on the 
development of the basics for a few weeks in 
January.  Even when some have been in school 
and others have not, we have been prioritising 
handwriting practice. It has been good to see 
how many have been trying hard to join and 
form letters correctly once again. This focus will 
continue next half-term as it is something that 
children can do away from screens as well.  
 
The development of writing has been a real 
focus in many year groups.  It has been good to 
see pieces of writing completed over a block, the 
editing process has been taught and developed 
further through small group and individual 
conferencing.  The use of google mote has 
allowed some good verbal feedback that has 
allowed children to improve their work. 
 
 
Reading 
Many classes have developed the teaching of 
reading through reciprocal reading groups and 
other small group sessions. All classes are 
promoting Accelerated Reader and it is good to 
see the word counts improving. The more 
children read the better as it helps vocabulary 
development, spelling and grammar as well. 
Reading is a key skill, and we invest much time 
and energy into motivating children to read, 
(even in these technological times) so that they 
experience a range of texts and authors. 
 
 
Maths 
When children know their times tables, so many 
areas of maths become easier and number 
fluency develops quickly.  It is worth spending 
time supporting this. Many Year 6 complete the 
12x12 muddled grid in less than five minutes as 
they have instant recall.  We have badges in 
school for progress and for becoming an under 
five minutes champion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accelerated Reader Weekly Round Up 
Our whole school wordcount for this academic 
year to date is:  61,284,328 
Whole school total books read to date: 6,845 
 
Outstanding reading perseverance  
Isaac B  Danny C 
 
Good Progress 
Year 2 Sam G 
Year 3 Jaida K 
Year 4 Seren W 
Year 5 Erin R 
Year 6 Axel B 

 
Top 5 wordcounts (last week) 
Year 2 Ellis M 
Year 3 Katie P 
Year 4 William B 
Year 5 Sienna B 
Year 6 William R 

 
Class wordcount (year to date) 
Year 2 3,809,336 
Year 3 4,670,326 
Year 4 15,429,816 
Year 5 16,542,671 
Year 6 20,832,179 

 
¼ Million Esme H, Florence W 

½ Million Ryan J 

¾ Million Nathaniel K 
 
Interesting fact:  Since we began Accelerated 
Reader within school, we have used over 4,330 
different book titles from authors such as Julia 
Donaldson, David Walliams, Andy Griffiths, 
(Storey Treehouse Series), Terry Deary (Horrible 
Histories), Daisy Meadows (Fairy Series), Enid 
Blyton and Roald Dahl. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Foundation 
Ember H Super ideas for writing 
Jasmine H Consistent effort 
Melody W Be the best you can 
Myles C Excellence 
Tom G Great progress in phonics 
 
 

Year 1 
All of Year 1 and their parents - for being 
resilient throughout a challenging half-term. 

Brooke G Fantastic contributions during lesson 
inputs. 

Evalyn M Showing determination to be the 
best she can be. 

Evelyn G Incredible teamwork during maths. 
Georgia C Perseverance and achievement in 

English. 
Georgina Accessing enthusiastic learning even 

on the road! 
Henry B Super participation in the Cornwall 

Virtual Games. 
Rosie S Keenness and effort in phonics. 
Rosina T Finding inventive ways to learn. 
Shanjanah Displaying pride in her work. 
Sybire K Showing a cheerful and positive 

disposition to her learning. 
William F Enthusiasm in science. 
 
 

Year 2 
Anna G Superb enthusiasm and confident 

problem-solving skills. 
Cai C Progress in writing. 
Ethan J Perseverance and independence. 
Max B Fantastic handwriting and presentation. 
Ryan P Efforts and confidence in reading. 
Samuel G Amazing enthusiasm in our Mount 

Everest topic. 
Shepherd Mrs Suckling Piano Award. 
Tilly C Mrs Suckling Piano Award 
 
 

Year 3 
All Year 3 Mastering the Google classroom 
Archie H Maths 
Ashton B Enthusiasm in sport 
Bonnie B Science 
Charlie O Perseverance 
Ethan H Enthusiasm in sport 
Freddie M Resilience 

James S Fantastic symmetry work 
Kensa A Reading 
Leyvyn S Resilience 
Millie S Resilience 
Mollie Y Creativity in science 
Nina M Science 
Nyana E Wonderful well-being work 
Seb H Enthusiasm 
Sidney W Art 
 
 

Year 4 
Aaron B Superb perseverance on his 

descriptive Egyptian tomb writing. 
Adam C A stunning piece of writing describing 

the traps in his Egyptian tomb. 
Ben C An 'Amaze-ing' maze for his Egyptian 

tomb map. 
Esme H Giving it all she's got in PE all week. 
Harris S Wonderful concentration and effort 

in maths this week calculating areas 
of shapes. 

Hazel Great gymnastics 
Seren W Some fantastic dance videos posted 

to our google classroom and being a 
superstar this week. 

 
 

Year 5 
Well done again this week Year 5. There have 
been so many wonderful pieces of work.  I really 
enjoyed reading the Ancient Egypt creative 
writing, as well as the Miro inspired art on Friday.  

Connor P Reading brilliantly during reciprocal 
reading sessions.  

Erin R Brilliant art based on the work of 
Joan Miro. 

Ethan B Showing enthusiasm and interest 
when studying nth term in maths. 

Gracie O Super concentration during maths.  
Joseph A Showing perseverance during maths 

sessions. 
Keira B Great perseverance and 

understanding when looking at 
sequencing in maths. 

Lacey B Always smiling and showing 
enthusiasm towards live lessons.  

Millie BC Producing a wonderful science quiz. 
Nathaniel Almost reaching his AR million-word 

count.  
Tom W Creative ideas when writing about 

Ancient Egypt. 
 



Year 6 
Darcie Dedication to afternoon learning 
David Br Sense of humour and brightening up 

the classroom 
Emma Poetry 
Isaac Enthusiasm and Independence 
Isabella Fantastic plane science 
Jasper Courtesy 
Kate Courtesy 
Millie J Creativity - using Minecraft to create 

a dream house 
Zak Amazing effort in maths 
 
 
 
Hillside School, Uganda 
Over the last year SRG have been in regular 
contact with Hillside School. I speak to Stanley 
Ndyahabwa (Hillside teacher) on a regular basis. 
Despite there being an extended lockdown in 
Uganda we have still been able to receive and 
send information to the school. Before Christmas 
we received handwritten letters from the 
students of Hillside explaining what life has been 
like in Uganda over the last year. After half term 
I hope that we can send more letters to Hillside.  
 
As well as communicating via post, WhatsApp 
and email we have been working together on a 
small-scale sustainability project. Both of our 
schools have been actively trying to reduce the 
amount of waste we are creating. This is an 
ongoing project across both schools. 
 
There is hope that I will get the chance to visit 
Hillside in the not-too-distant future.  As 
mentioned in the last academic year, we are 
trying to create a 'Suitcase of Culture'.  We hope 
to fill this suitcase with essential resources that 
will benefit the children's learning e.g. pencils, 
rubbers, new deflated footballs.  As well as 
important learning resources, we would also like 
the children and staff of Hillside to learn more 
about Cornwall. If there is anything small that 
you think best represents Cornish culture and is 
something you wish to donate, please do.  
Mr Crudge 
 
 
 
 
 

Sports Update 
We've had a very active week both at SRG and at 
home last week, as we took part in the Virtual 
Cornwall School Games.  Mr Yeoman and Miss 
Townsend were busy recording and uploading 
videos all week demonstrating the various virtual 
challenges for everyone.  These challenges 
included such events as 'Round the World', 'Hop 
little bunnies,' and 'Step up to the plate' among 
others. 
We also logged our runs, bike rides and walks in 
the 'Making up the Miles' challenge. I have heard 
of children doing 10-mile bike rides, 7-mile runs 
and 6-mile walks this week.  We have all been so 
impressed with how many people at home also 
got fully involved.  Miss Townsend, Mr Yeoman 
and I collated all the results last Friday afternoon 
and we sent them to the organisers at Active 
Cornwall.  We now wait to see how well we did 
on all these challenges.  Can I say a huge thank 
you and well done to everyone who threw 
themselves into these challenges with such 
energy and enthusiasm, whether they were at 
home or in school. 
 
We all know half term is coming up, and usually 
I'd be advertising various sporting activities and 
camps that would be taking place during half 
term.  I don't have anything to report in from our 
usual providers during half term, but that 
doesn't stop us getting out and being active. We 
all know the benefits that regular physical 
exercise has on both of physical and emotional 
well-being.  Let's hope we are blessed with some 
great weather over the next week or so during 
half term, and that we can make the most of 
getting out on our bikes, walking in our lovely 
countryside or just spending some time away 
from computer screens and getting our hearts 
racing.  I know we'd all love to see what you get 
up to, so be sure to post pictures of walks, runs 
and bike rides onto your google classrooms if 
you are able to.  Keep smiling and keep active! 
Mr Arundell 
 
 

Wanted – Garden Gnomes 
If you have any unwanted garden gnomes that 
may need re-gnoming, please bring to school. 
 


