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This Week:  

CLUBS INFORMATION: Anti-Bullying Week 15-19 November 

No Music Club this week.  Children can be collected 
at 3.30pm or go to Homework Club instead. 

Odd Socks Day on Tuesday and Friendship Friday. 

Monday 15th Tuesday 16th Wednesday 17th Thursday 18th Friday 19th  

• Yr 2: Library 

• Yr 1: Library 

• Odd Socks Day 

• Menu Change 

• Individual School 
Photos 

• Yr 6: Library • Children in Need – 
dress up or mufti 

• Friendship Friday 

 
Odd Socks Day – Tuesday 16th November  
We will be discussing our own individuality, 
uniqueness and the right to be ourselves. 

Wear odd socks 
to school - it's a 
great way to 
celebrate what 
makes us all 
unique in Anti-
Bullying Week. 

 
 
Children in Need – Friday 19th 
November 
Come to school in mufti or dressing 
up clothes for Children in Need on 
Friday.  Please bring in a monetary 
donation. 
 
 
Remembrance Day 
Thank you to everyone who attended the 
outdoor Remembrance service at St Michael's on 
Sunday. A special thank you to Keira and Alfie 
who laid the wreath on behalf of the school. 
Peter, Henry and William were also smartly 
dressed in their school uniform and represented 
the school so well. 
The service was very poignant and the street was 
silent as the names of those on the memorial 
were read aloud.  A real time to stop and 
remember those villagers who gave their lives. 
 
Thank you to Rev Laura who led our short act of 
remembrance on the playground last Thursday. 
The children were focussed and reflective. 

 
Change to holiday dates 
Due to the additional Bank Holiday during the 
summer term, schools are required to pick an 
extra day as a holiday. 
Having looked at our term dates, it makes sense 
to move our 10th June inset day to Monday 25th 
July and have the extra holiday as Tuesday 27th 
July. 
This would make Friday 22 July the final day of 
term for children.  (The diary dates on the last 
page has been updated to reflect this). 
Please make a note of this. 
 
National Tutoring Programme 
We are pleased that the organisers have 
managed to find us an experienced teacher to 
start working with groups of our pupils each 
week.  You should have received a message on 
Friday If your child is involved in this initiative. 
 
This is a great opportunity that is funded by the 
government, with a small contribution coming 
from pupil premium money. 
 
Pupil Premium 
If your child is eligible for free school dinners 
even for a short period of time, then please 
claim them, because for at least six years, your 
child is entitled to be allocated pupil premium 
money and other opportunities are available. 
Click on this link to see if you are eligible. 
 
Menu Change – Tuesday 16th November 
Option 1: Macaroni Cheese 
Option 2: Chickpea and Potato Curry 
Option 3: Jacket Potato 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schools-and-colleges/school-meals/apply-for-free-school-meals-and-pupil-premium/


Dear Parents and Carers of Sir Robert Geffery’s 

I am delighted and honored to have been 
appointed as the new headteacher of Sir Robert 
Geffery’s School and I’m very keen to get to 
know parents, as well as pupils and staff, when I 
start at the beginning of January 2022. 

From my experience of working in school 
leadership teams for over ten years in different 
schools across Coventry and Warwickshire, six of 
which as the deputy headteacher in my current 
role, I know that a successful and happy school 
depends on all of us working together. 

My wife was born in Plymouth and her family 
have lived there for generations. With our 7 year 
old son we have spent a lot of time locally, 
enjoying the benefits of the fantastic beaches 
and Dartmoor and we are looking forward to 
completing our relocation. 

Sir Robert Geffery’s has a fantastic history and 
reputation, and I am keen to build on the 
successes of the school both in academic 
excellence and in developing confident, happy 
and caring children who are well prepared for a 
successful future. The Christian ethos and values 
here at the school, alongside the rich curriculum 
and wider opportunities offered will continue to 
be of key importance under my leadership.  

Parents make an important contribution to 
children’s achievements at school, and I want to 
continue to develop the relationship between 
the school and parents for everyone’s benefit. I 
can already see how important a role the 
parent/carer community plays at SRG and I hope, 
COVID restrictions allowing, to hold events over 
the coming terms, including possible drop-in 
sessions which will provide an opportunity to 
meet you and discuss how we can build a 
successful partnership.  

I look forward to saying hello during morning and 
afternoon drop offs and collections in the Spring 
term and you are also welcome to contact me by 
email or phone.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Mr Edward O’Hara 
 
 

Christmas Plays 
These are the dates and times for Christmas play 
performances.  Once the booking system is set 
up, we will put that information on the 
newsletter. 
 
Friday 10th December 
9-10am Reception 
2-3pm Reception 
 
Monday 13th December 
9 - 10am Year 1  
10 - 11am Year 2 
11 - 12 Year 3 
2 - 3pm Year 4 
3 - 4pm Year 5 
4 - 5pm Year 6 
 
Tuesday 14th December 
9 - 10am Year 3 
10 - 11am Year 4 
11 - 12 Year 5 
1.45 - 3pm Year 6 
3 - 4pm Year 2 
4 - 5pm Year 1 
 
Wednesday 15th December 
8.45 - 10am Year 6 
10 - 11am Year 5 
11 - 12 Year 2 
2 - 3pm Year 1 
3 - 4pm Year 3 
4 - 5pm Year 4 
 
 
Congratulations 
Congratulations to Bodhi Wills on becoming the 
Under 10's Regional Climbing Champion, after 
winning every round of the competition series 
against boys from across Cornwall, Devon, 
Dorset and Somerset. 
 
 
Congratulations to Tilly C in Year 3 for being 
Highly Commended in the Truro Diocese 
Christmas Card competition.  The comments 
were that Tilly ‘captured the joy of Jesus’ birth’. 
 
 
 
 
 



The next few weeks… 
Presentation and Handwriting 
We have been pleased that we are not finding 
many gaps in our children’s maths and English 
skills after the pandemic. This is because of the 
live lessons and the support they received from 
home and school. However, what is a concern is 
the standards in presentation and handwriting. 
This is very likely to have occurred because 
activities happened on the computer. Our last 
book-look discussion resulted in us being really 
pleased with the quantity of work and range of 
activities, but also highlighting the need to 
prioritise reminding children about: 
▪ Joining writing from the time this skill is 

taught 
▪ Taking a pride in the presentation of work 
▪ Recording one number in each box in maths 

books 
▪ Using a ruler and taught to draw charts 
▪ In KS2 to use less sheets that need to be stuck 

in so that children learn to set out work 
themselves 

▪ Spotting their own errors eg. making sure full 
stops and capitals are used and never writing i 
but I. 

We hope in the next few weeks to give out 
badges, presentation certificates and awards to 
reward improvement and progress in this area. 
The high-quality work will stand out when clearly 
presented.  Please encourage your child to take a 
pride in their work and praise their progress. 
 
 
Saltash Santa Fun Run 
A family Santa fun run is being held on Saturday 
4th December at 2pm.  Entry Fee of £10 each 
includes a Santa Suit and a medal for all 
finishers.  Please see this link for entry form and 
more details. 
 
 
 
Mathletics 
Congratulations to Ewan G and Imogen Pa on 
gaining their 2nd Gold certificate and badge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Appeal 
Sir Robert Geffery’s School Council have decided 
to take part in the Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Box 
Appeal which is running from 15–22 November. 
 
Samaritan’s Purse is an international relief and 
development organisation that works through 
local churches to proclaim and demonstrate the 
love of God amongst communities in Africa, 
Eastern Europe and Central Asia. We are part of 
the global Samaritan’s Purse family that has 
been providing spiritual and physical aid to 
hurting people around the world since 1970. 
 
We are asking for donations of unwanted shoe 
boxes, gifts (see below) suitable for boys, girls or 
unisex to be brought into school by THURSDAY 
18th NOVEMBER.  
If you’d prefer to fill your own shoe box to 
donate, that would be amazing too! 
All donations can be brought to the Year 3 
Classroom or left in the office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gift Suggestions: 
Toys 
A football and pump, cuddly toys, dolls, toy cars, 
small musical instruments, yo-yos, skipping 
ropes, balls, small puzzles etc. 
School Supplies 
Pens, pencils & sharpeners, crayons or felt pens, 
stamps & ink pad sets, writing pads or 
notebooks, solar calculators, colouring & picture 
books etc. 
Hygiene Items 
Toothbrush, bars of wrapped soap, comb or 
hairbrush, flannel etc. 
 
Thank you ☺ 
Miss A and the School Council 
 
 
 

https://www.runbritain.com/RaceDetail.aspx?eventid=7ebc0fcf5973&raceid=7dbb0aca5866&returnlink=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.runbritain.com%2Fraces%3Fkeyword%3DSanta&distance=&region=&county=00013000000400010011&profile=&raceType=&awards=&entrants=&page=1&pagesize=8&gender=0&onlineentry=0&responseType=html&fbclid=IwAR1gTHzHl738nQEhuBwkx-bDByA6ZGUtoyHMZ7nTEZ6F-ZtVPuJYWGrsprg


Awards 
Art Albie W 
Being the Best I Can Bethany C 
Determination Harrison C 
English Isla SH 
Excellence Poppy T 
Friendship Maia B 
 Lowenna H 
Good Learning Jaida K (English) 
 Millie S (English) 
 Leyvyn S (English) 
 Filip W (Phonics) 
 Imogen P 
Good Manners Nathaniel K 
Kindness Alfie B 
Maths Tom W 
 Millie BC 
 Nyana E 
 Kezia W 
 Stanley D 
Perseverance Mia G 
Phonics Caleb C 
 Ophelia K 
Positive Attitude Eddie S (Yr1) 
 Georgina H 
Progress Lenny F 
 Jasmine H 
 Joshua G (writing) 
Reading Freddie M 
 Katy B 
 Samuel M 
Resilience Ruan H 
Science Tom G 
Special Award William F 
Supporting Others Rosina T 
Thinking Archie H 
 Teddy C 
Writer of the Week Edie C 
 
Piano Award Evie G 
Singing Award Bea T 
 
 
School Choirs 
Miss Fancett will now be running the school 
choirs at lunchtime in the Year 5 classroom. 
The Boys’ Choir will be on a Wednesday and  
Girls’ Choir will be on a Thursday. 
 
 
 
 

Accelerated Reader 
Whole School Wordcount: 25,751,606 
Total Books Read: 2,930  

Class Wordcount (year to date) 
Year 2 1,189,740 Year 3 5,678,666 
Year 4 3,125,836 Year 5 8,344,874 
Year 6 7,412,490 

Top 5 wordcounts – last week 
Year 2 Evelyn G Year 3 William S 
Year 4 Bonnie B Year 5 Ruby C 
Year 6 Sienna B 

Great Progress 
Year 2 Evelyn M Year 3 Kristina P 
Year 4 Millie S Year 5 Katy B 
Year 6 JJ H 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 

Mon 22 Nov Yr R: Library visit 
 Yr 3: Library visit 
Tue 23 Nov Friends AGM – 6.30pm 
Mon 29 Nov Yr 4: Library visit 
 Yr 5: Library visit 
Tue 30 Nov Yr R: Saltram visit 
 Yr 1: Saltram visit 
Wed 1 Dec Yr 2: Saltram visit 
Friday 3 Dec After school clubs finish 
Wed 8 Dec Farm Cttee mtg 2pm 
Sat 11 Dec 7pm Beauty & the Beast 
 at SRG Memorial Hall 
Wed 15 Dec School Christmas Lunch 
Thu 16 Dec KS1: Theatre trip 
20Dec – 3Jan Christmas Holidays 
Tue 4 Jan Inset Day 
Wed 5 Jan Inset Day 
Wed 12 Jan KS2: Theatre trip - Aladdin 
Fri 14 Jan XC League Run 
Fri 4 Feb XC League Run 
7-18 Feb Yr 3: Daily swimming lessons 
21 – 25 Feb Half Term 
Fri 4 Mar XC League Run 
Fri 18 Mar Landrake Run 
11-22 Apr Easter Holidays 
27-29 April Yr 5: Residential 
Mon 2 May Bank Holiday 
30May-3Jun Half Term 
w/b 20 June Yr 6: London residential 
30Jun-1Jul Yr 6: Jnr Ten Tors experience 
Fri 22 Jul Last day of term NEW 
Mon 25 Jul Inset Day NEW 
Tue 26 Jul Extra bank holiday NEW 



Cross Country Club News 
Twenty-eight children from the cross-country 
club took part in the second league run of the 
2021/22 season which was held at Bake Lakes 
last Friday.  The course was a tough route with 
lots of mud, hills and a river crossing.  Well done 
to all the children and thank you to parents who 
came to support the children with their running.  
Special mention to the following children who 
were the first SRG to cross the finish line in their 
age group - Oliva Barr, Jacob Redshaw, Erin Reid 
and William Brown. 
 
Farm Meeting 
Thank you to the enthusiastic group of parents 
who came and offered their support to the 
school farm, and to those who have pledged 
their support but could not attend the meeting. 
At our farm Committee meeting last week a 
warm welcome was given to all and after a brief 
introduction from those present Mrs Curtis gave 
an insight into our farm and how it became what 
it is today, the communities involvement and the 
types of opportunities we have gained from in 
the past and may again in the future. She talked 
about why we have the animals we do (thanks to 
the pandemic animal numbers have had to be 
reduced) and possibilities moving forward – the 
Pig cam was viewed from as far away as China so 
is a special interactive learning resource and 
sales of farm meat produce successfully help to 
support farm finances etc. 
Mrs Curtis spoke of how one member of our 
community who was very involved in the early 
days establishing the farm space has left a legacy 
for a bench to be erected in her memory and this 
is in the pipeline.  
With the imminent DEFRA restrictions for 
chickens and their well-being, it has been 
decided that as a committee our first priority is 
to source new secure fencing to meet the 
necessary standards for the birds safety over the 
coming weeks and months. Topan Fencing has 
kindly agreed to support us with this 
requirement on a short timescale. An insight into 
DEFRA requirements for the sources from which 
animals are to be fed i.e. not obtained through 
commercial kitchens was also discussed. Animal 
enrichment is important and several members of 
the committee discussed ways to enrich the 
animal’s day to day enjoyment which is 
something the children are keen to build on. 

Year 3/4 Girls: Oliva B (2), Anna G (15), Kensa A 
(19), Gracie N (37), Millie S (40), Alice G (43), 
Bonnie B (71). 
Year 3/4 Boys: Jacob R (12), Ethan H (22), 
William S (47), Ellis M (49), Seb H (69), Ethan J 
(87), Ryan P (101). 
Year 5/6 Girls: Erin R (3), Ruby C (23), Millie BC 
(47), Katy B (65), Lacey B (67), Ava J (66), Merryn H 
(80). 
Year 5/6 Boys: William B (23), Arthur B (27), 
Dougie B (40), Albie C (47), Riley B (56), Ethan F 
(73), Harris S (103). 
 
 
Mrs Brown has been working tirelessly behind 
the scenes these past months and earlier in the 
year arranged for our school community farm to 
support the wider community by providing 
produce to the Saltash Community fridge and 
Larder. Next season our hopes are to streamline 
the produce the school grows allowing us to be 
even more supportive of community 
requirements.  
Mrs Brown has also very kindly made a range of 
chutney and jam from our produce, or produce 
sourced very locally and has donated this to raise 
funds for the Guinea pigs. Sales were rapid and a 
good total has been raised, the final figure will 
be announced next month. 
Already this year folding tables have been 
purchased and labelled and are already on site 
for the children to use in the spring for sowing 
seeds etc. The cow statue currently on site is to 
be refurbished we are just waiting for specific 
paint to arrive to begin. 
If you are able to join us in supporting the school 
farm and growing grounds please do get in 
touch. We are aware that some supporters are 
not always available to attend meetings but 
would be willing to support in other ways and 
we can arrange for you to be added to our 
support team. We are in the process of assessing 
future jobs and there will be a range of both 
large and smaller jobs around the farm spaces 
that perhaps you could join us to complete at 
other times. 
The next committee meeting will be Wednesday 
8th December at 2pm. 
Agenda 
Appointment of Chair, secretary, treasurer etc. 
Constitution 
Funding streams 


